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It’s that Back-to-School-what-I-did-during-my-summer-vacation time again!  For 
those of you who are officially back at school, welcome back!  We hope all of you 
had an exciting, rejuvenating, and relaxing summer.  For those, like Louise, who 
are on “perma-summer,” may the fun never end!  We are looking forward to the 
start of our second year as co-presidents and feel there is much to be excited 
about as we plan for the months ahead.  It will be a year of new challenges, new 
projects, as well as “old friends.”  The Eta board is already hard at work planning 
for another memorable year. 
 
 As we had discussed last year, we will be making some major changes to our 
committee structure in order to be aligned with those of Chi State and 
International.  This will involve making changes to our current standing rules. 
Shannon will be introducing the amendment to change the standing rules that will 
be put to the membership for a vote.  There will be an email presenting the 
proposed changes before the vote. If passed, Karen H., as our parliamentarian, 
and a committee will modify the standing rules. It will be a nice accomplishment to 
have our committees aligned. We will be signing up for committees at the 
September meeting. We have also devoted a portion of our chapter meetings to 
committee work.  
 
 We are excited about beginning to implement our new SAP (Strategic Action 
Plan) that was devised last year.  Our committee of Karen H., Julie D. and Louise   
met on August 26th to plan what “next steps” should be put into action.  There 
were two main areas of discussion.  First, was to “adopt a school” with the goals of 
finding new members and increasing our THAT hours.  Secondly, keeping in mind 
the International goal of including more early career educators, we want to 
maintain contact with past student teacher grant recipients in hopes of inviting 
them to become members.  These issues will be discussed in detail at our 
September meeting. 
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None of these projects can be successful without everyone coming on board.  
In her book It Takes a Village (1996), Hillary Rodham Clinton states:  “Our 
challenge is to arrive at a consensus of values and a common vision of what 
we can do today, individually and collectively, to build strong families and 
communities.” In order for our Eta “family” to meet our goals--to develop 
programs we can all enjoy, to maintain functioning committees, and to 
implement our SAP plan—we must work together.   Mrs. Clinton also says, 
“The networks of relationships we form and depend on are our modern-day 
villages, but they reach well beyond city limits…They are the basis of our 
“civil society,” a term social scientists use to describe the way we work 
together for common purposes.”  May we join together with the common 
purpose of continuing to make Eta Chapter one of which we can be proud.  
 
 Speaking of “villages,” we will be returning to our old “home” for our 
first meeting—the Westminster Village Town Hall.  Please join us on 
September 21st at 9:00 AM for a delicious breakfast provided by our Eta 
board.  Our agenda will include time to “digest” our new SAP plan and our 
new committee structure, as well as time to play catch-up with your Eta 
sisters.  Some fun activities have also been planned. 
 
 Please feel free to send in your additions to the Etagram.  We want this 
to be YOUR newsletter.  Any announcements or pats on the back for fellow 
members are always welcome; as are highlights from meetings or 
conferences you have attended. 
 
 Looking forward to seeing all of you on Sept 21st.   To quote one of Mrs. 
Clinton’s favorite sayings:  “You can’t roll up your sleeves and get to work if 
you’re still wringing your hands!”  Let’s get started! 
 
Louise and Shannon 
Co-Presidents, Eta Chapter 
With special contribution from Hillary Rodham Clinton 
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2013-2014 DKG Conferences and Conventions 

Saturday September 21st 9 at Westminster Village Town Hall 

Thursday October 24th 5:45 at Hoover Library 

Saturday December 7th 9AM at Long Beach Yacht Club-Annual Books and Bears Brunch 

Thursday January 13th 5:45 at Hoover Library 

Saturday February 1st 9AM at Westminster Village –Annual PEP Fundraiser 

Monday March 10th 5:45 at Hoover Library  

Thursday May 8th 5:45 at Barnes and Noble for annual BARK fundraiser 

Saturday June 14th at 11:00 at Alida’s home for June Tea 

2013-2014 Chapter Meetings 

 

Area 12 Conference will be held on April 12th at the Grand in Long Beach 

Chi State Convention will be held on May 2-4 at the Hyatt Regency in Santa Clara 

Directions to Westminster Village Town Meeting 
Major freeway construction!!!!!  
Directions to the Clubhouse within the development 
Follow these directions from the intersection of Bolsa Chica and Westminster Blvd. 
Go south from Westminster Blvd. 
Turn left at the first light which is St. James.  
Turn left onto Baker.  
Turn right at the stop sign onto Kingscross. 
Go about 2 blocks to the stop sign. (The tennis court is on your right) 
Turn right at the stop sign onto Blackpool, 
      and the Town Hall is on your right.  
Park in front or in the lot down the street 
       on your left beyond the houses.   
***********************************  .  
 Driving the freeways with the awful construction 
  
Taking the 22 Freeway west towards Long Beach  (not great)  
        Exit onto Valley View / Bolsa Chica– keep to the left 
        Go left up the off-ramp -- at the top turn left to go south onto Valley View which will finally become Bolsa Chica – 
travel south and eventually cross Westminster Blvd.-- follow Clubhouse directions 
 
Taking the 405 north – Take the next ramp after Goldenwest - which is Westminster Ave – pass the first turn-off. 
Keep on the off-ramp to Westminster Ave. west; stay on that until Bolsa Chica – the next major intersection – turn 
left (south) and follow the Clubhouse directions  

Taking 405 south Take the Seal Beach exit—at the end of the off-ramp, turn left (south) 'and follow S. B. Blvd past 
Leisure World to Westminster Blvd. Turn east (left) and follow that Blvd to the next intersection (Bolsa Chica) turn 
right (south) and follow the Clubhouse directions. 
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“Our Town Criers” 
KD C. Judy S. 

When did you become a member of Eta? 1999 
 
What did you teach before you retired?- My 1st 
teaching experience was in outdoor education. 
Then I was in elementary schools and I taught in 
3rd-6th grade bilingual and ESL classrooms. I 
finished teaching technology & Spanish in middle 
school. 
How did you become interested in developing a 
chapter website? I wanted a place where I could 
find and share information about our chapter that 
was accessible to and convenient for everyone. 
 
What have you learned in the process? -That 
using the template format from Weebly is so much 
easier than doing it from scratch. It still needed 
some planning to create, but the available tools 
made it easy to look very professional. AND it’s 
free. 
 
What do you feel is your biggest 
accomplishment?-My first year as a computer 
teacher was very challenging. I developed the 
school’s computer lessons, supported the 
teachers with their classroom computers and 
printers, AND taught some of the classes in 
Spanish. 
 
What suggestions do you have for the 
membership?-I think that we need to support the 
teachers (especially the less experienced 
teachers) who are still hard at work in the 
classroom and then extend the invitation to those 
teachers who show potential for being good 
members. 

 
What’s your favorite “free-time” 
computer activity?-I enjoy using 
Photoshop and creating photo 
collages.  
 
What are your plans for the 
future?-I plan to learn to use 
“Scratch” which is an object 
oriented animation program that 
my husband is using in his digital 
arts class. 

When did you become a member of Eta? 2011 
 
 What did you teach before you retired? I taught 
special education (RSP) classes in middle school(s) 
for over thirty years. 
 
 How did you become interested in developing 
a chapter website? I attended several chapter 
meetings and heard discussion about a need to 
publicize the organization and increase 
membership. Although at the time it was slightly 
out of my comfort zone, I attended a Chi State 
Convention and participated in a workshop 
offering assistance in the creation of a website. I 
brought the materials back to Eta Chapter, met KD 
Chadbourne and we were on our way!  
 
What have you learned in the process? I’ve 
learned the importance of acquiring signed web 
releases for the site and the need to honor them. 
 
What do you feel is your biggest 
accomplishment? I think my biggest personal 
accomplishment is my daughter. Professionally, 
the success stories of my students, the collegiality 
of my DKG sisters and the friends I’ve made 
among faculty and staff make a single answer to 
this question difficult to determine. 
 
What suggestions do you have for the 
membership? Please continue to monitor the 
website. With pride, direct potential new 
members to it to learn more about DKG. Oh, and 
sisters, please continue to document your 
volunteer THAT hours. 

 
What’s your favorite “free-time” 
computer activity? Some days just reading 
my email takes up my computer use free 
time. 
 
What are your plans for the future? At this 
time I am still trying to figure out how to 
best use my time wisely and incorporate my 
hobbies/interests.  
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Adventures in Branson by Marlene D. 
Southwest Regional Conference in Branson, Missouri 

July 17th – 20th, 2013 

Our Missouri DKG sisters rolled out the red carpet for a record 
number of attendees. There were 604 registered members! Among 
the attendees were our newly initiated sisters from Japan. It was 
wonderful to meet them and welcome them to their first Regional 
Conference. 
The conference was housed at the Hilton Branson Hotel connected to 
the Branson Conference Center. Guests were made to feel so 
welcome by all the staff. Hotel restaurants and cocktail lounges 
provided a relaxing atmosphere and the costs for meals and drinks 
were very reasonable. Missouri “BBQ” was my favorite.  The 
Southwest Regional Planning Committee did an excellent job of 
organizing the conference. 

The keynote speakers were excellent and very 
entertaining. The workshops had something of 
interest for everyone. There was much “take 
away information” to share with our chapters 
and Areas.  There were opportunities to learn 
more about Missouri at Missouri Night. Talent 
was extraordinaire with audience participation. 
Out and about Branson there was time to ride the 
duck boats on land and water, attend the shows 
a many Branson theaters. We enjoyed the 

Chinese Acrobats, The Soshi Show, 
SIX, and the luncheon show on the 
Columbia Belle.  Branson had so many 
exciting venues to offer there just 
wasn’t enough time to see it all. A 
return trip to Branson is a must!!!! 
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Linda Moore 
Our New Area X11 Director 

When did you join DKG?  2005 
What positions have you held in your time with DKG? Chapter President, 
Area Program Chair, Chapter Program Chair 
What made you accept the invitation to become the next Area XII 
director? 
It was the chance to work with other chapters and Areas.  One of the 
opportunities I look forward to the most is visiting all the Area XII Chapters 
and participating in their activities.  I think it will also be enjoyable to meet 
our exceptional women educators in Area XII.  
What is one goal you want to accomplish during your biennium? 
Increase membership and participation--there are so many women who 
could benefit from DKG membership and WE can benefit from their 
participation in our Area.  
What has been your most valuable piece of advice?  
Actually two--Treat others as you want to be 
treated.  Excellence is not an act; it is a habit.  
And finally, if you were a candy, which candy would 
you be?  
There is no candy except CHOCOLATE!  
 

Come be a part of something Amazing . . .   
 
Eta chapter will be electing a new board this year! 
Wow-time flies!! If anyone is thinking about joining the 
board, or if anyone from the Nominations Committee is 
interested in seeing what happens behind the scenes, 
please join us at a board meeting. Our meetings are 
held at Bixby Café on Atlantic from 5:30-7. The board 
has the following dates scheduled: October 9, 
November 20, January 8, March 5, April 30 and May 28th. 
Please let a board member know so we can have a seat 
ready for you. 
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July Birthdays: Ruby S. (4), Cheryl J. (8), Judy M. (11), K.D. C. (16), Beth 
M. (30) 
 
August Birthdays: Lois Z. (8), Peggy D. (10), Camille L. (12). Madelyn F. 
(14), Patricia C. (17), Tina N. (24), Phyllis M. (26), Paloma K. (30) 
 
September Birthdays: Anne T. (5), Betty Ann O (13), Alida S. (13), Julie 
M. (23), Charlene C. (25), Karen E. (27), Blanche C. (30) 
 
October Birthdays; Helen H. (4), Peggy H. (5), Barbara B. (6), Kathy H. 
(7), Arlene R. (8), Marlene D. (12), Judith K. (17), Louise M. (19), 
Annabelle B. (19), Julie D. (30) 
 
November Birthdays: Shirley B. (10), Marnos L. (17) 

Member Celebrations 

Kudos to Joan Hansen!  The Literary Guild of Orange County has established 
the Joan Hansen Writing Award in her honor.  Ten high school juniors from 5 
schools will be chosen as outstanding writers and receive this award each 
year.  Recipients will be given $100 cash as well as a special certificate, presented at 
the Literary Festival of Women Authors in May.  Congratulations, Joan.  A well-
deserved honor! 

Shannon  
added to her 
family over the 
summer--meet 
Paikea! 

Birthdays 

We want to congratulate our Eta members who are 
serving on State and Area committees: Julie D., Chi State 
1st VP, Marlene D., Chi State Task Force Chairman for 
Membership and Inspiration for Area, Karen H., Awards 
and Recognitions Committee; Linda F. and Leslie J., Area 
co-secretaries and newsletter editors, and Judy S., Area 
Conference Chair.  Go Eta sisters!  We’re proud of you for 
going the extra mile to make our Society strong! 
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2013-2014 Dues and Fees 
The new dues and fees for active members is $95.00 and for reserve the dues 
and fees are $59.00. If you will not be able to attend September 21st meeting, 
please send your check into Tina N. Please make your checks payable to: Delta 
Kappa Gamma, Eta Chapter. Chapters with dues payments that are correct, 
forms are complete, and are postmarked no later than Oct 15, 2013, will 
receive a $20.00 discount coupon which may be applied to the cost of one 
member’s registration at the 2014 Chi State Convention.  Get your dues in 
early!  If Eta earns this incentive we will have a drawing to see who will receive 
the discount coupon. 
 

Louise sent an email regarding our SAP project of adopting a school. Bret Harte in 
North Long Beach was chosen as the school Eta Chapter will service. Attached to 
her email was a survey. If you have not yet returned the survey to Louise please 
do so by September 21st. We will have some blank surveys for you to fill out at the 
meeting. The SAP committee will gather all the information and talk to the 
principal before the month’s end.  
THANK YOU for your time and the help you will be giving the students will be 
invaluable.  

 
Louise’s Oreo Truffle Recipe 

 
 Here’s the recipe for the goodies that Louise brought to the June Tea. Feel 
free to send your own recipes to be shared in future Etagrams. 
 
1 (16 oz) package Oreos, divided 
1 8-oz package of cream cheese, softened 
1-1/2 boxes of Baker’s Semi-sweet chocolate squares, melted 
 

1. Crush 8 of the cookies into fine crumbs in food processor; reserve for 
later use.  Crush remaining 37 cookies into fine crumbs. 

2. Add cream cheese and process well until combined. 
3. Roll cookie mixture into balls, about 1” in diameter. 

(about 42) 
4. Dip balls in melted chocolate and place on cookie 

sheet that has been covered with waxed paper. 
5. Sprinkle with reserved cookie crumbs. 
6. Refrigerate until firm, about 1 hour.  Store leftover 

truffles (if there ARE any!) in covered container in 
refrigerator.  Enjoy! 
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CALLING ALL PRESENTERS! 

 
The Chi State Convention will be here before you know it and presenters are 
needed to provide hour-long interest sessions.  The Convention will be May 
2-4, 2014 in Santa Clara.  Presenters can be members and non-members.  
Presenters that appeal to beginning teachers are of particular interest to 
provide professional development opportunities.  Applications for interest 
sessions are due Nov 15 and are available on the Chi State website 
www.chistateca.org. 

Connect with Chi State 
Follow Chi State President, Judy Kearns on her blog: 

“Chi State Happenings” connect at chistate.org 
 

Check out our DKG you tube channel 
 

Chi State is looking for artwork--see chistate.org for 
more information. Deadline for submission is  

October 1 

 
We would like to give a 
“hand” to all of our members 
for helping Eta Chapter 
become a leader in the Delta 
Kappa Gamma Society 

Any questions regarding the Etagram, please email 
Shannon at inga92648@yahoo.com 

Chi State Biennium 
Theme: Set Our GPS to 
Excellence 


